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earliest known reference to baseball is in a
1744 British publication, A Little Pretty
Pocket-Book, by John Newbery. It contains
a rhymed description of base-ball and a
woodcut that shows a field set-up
somewhat similar to the modern
gamethough in a triangular rather than
diamond configuration, and with posts
instead of ground-level bases. David Block
discovered that the first recorded game of
Bass-Ball took place in 1749 in Surrey, and
featured the Prince of Wales as a player.
William Bray, an English lawyer, recorded
a game of baseball on Easter Monday 1755
in Guildford, Surrey. This early form of the
game was apparently brought to Canada by
English immigrants. Rounders was also
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brought to the USA by Canadians of both
British and Irish ancestry. The first known
American reference to baseball appears in a
1791 Pittsfield, Massachusetts, town bylaw
prohibiting the playing of the game near
the towns new meeting house. By 1796, a
version of the game was well-known
enough to earn a mention in a German
scholars book on popular pastimes. As
described by Johann Gutsmuths, englische
Base-ball involved a contest between two
teams, in which the batter has three
attempts to hit the ball while at the home
plate. Only one out was required to retire a
side.  In 1845, Alexander Cartwright, a
member of New York Citys Knickerbocker
Club, led the codification of the so-called
Knickerbocker Rules. The practice,
common to bat-and-ball games of the day,
of soaking or pluggingeffecting a put-out
by hitting a runner with a thrown ballwas
barred. The rules thus facilitated the use of
a smaller, harder ball than had been
common. Several other rules also brought
the Knickerbockers game close to the
modern one, though a ball caught on the
first bounce was, again, an out and only
underhand pitching was allowed. While
there are reports that the New York
Knickerbockers played games in 1845, the
contest long recognized as the first
officially recorded baseball game in U.S.
history took place on June 19, 1846, in
Hoboken, New Jersey: the New York Nine
defeated the Knickerbockers, 231, in four
innings (three earlier games have recently
been discovered). With the Knickerbocker
code as the basis, the rules of modern
baseball continued to evolve over the next
half-century. SEE INTRODUCTION FOR
MORE... 
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