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Would you sign up for a holiday in the
West Bank?  When history writer Thomas
Kenning told his family that he intended to
spend the better part of the summer
backpacking through the Middle East, the
reaction from family and friends ranged
from disbelief to shock.    Westerners have
always defined themselves against what
they think they see in Middle East - an
inscrutable and sometimes terrifying other. 
As Kenning discovers in the course of this
often humorous and conversational
travelogue is a Middle East that is by turns
strikingly familiar and friendly, exciting
and exotic.    Travel along to uncover the
sometimes surprising manifestations of
belief, history, custom in culture as
Kenning improvises his way through Israel,
Palestine, Jordan, and Egypt, providing a
healthy dose of historical and cultural
context along the way.
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