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An immigrant story, timely, and adaptable
to film. The story is an imaginative and
spirited narrative embracing both diversity
and universality. Set in small-town
America, the novels main characters, six
Russian newcomers, provide a fresh
perspective on a close-knit college
community. Two couples, one child, and a
single woman make up the core group. The
story follows them and offers to the reader
the unique opportunity to explore not only
the surface differences between Russian
and American lifestyles, but the more
profound
similarities.
Uncertainty,
infidelity, and betrayal plague both the
immigrants and their fellow townsfolk, but
such universal redeemers as love, family,
and friendship are the fundamental ties that
bind.
Narrowed
to
a
specific
fourteen-month time frame, but enhanced
with flashbacks and epilogue, the novel
shows everyday life in both countries.
Jealousies, lusts, and misdemeanors (and
even organized crime) have their place, as
do finer passions for truth, learning, love,
and simple neighborliness. The novel is, by
turns, tragic and heart-warming, passionate
and instructive, but always, and ultimately,
hope-filled. Lily Alex was born in 1969 in
Moscow, Russia. She started to read when
she was four. She graduated from high
school in 1987 and started her
undergraduate studies in Chemical
Technological Institute in Moscow, where
she met her future husband. They got
married in 1988, and in 1991 Lily gave
birth to a girl. The family moved to the
USA in 1994 and to Montreal, Canada in
1998. Reading is still her passion. She is a
socialist, pacifist, and Christian. Lily shares
Canadian values: Equality, Peace and
Tolerance.
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